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When Veterans of For-
eign Wars Prospect Post
1337 in Mount Prospect
was chartered in 1925,
the village wasn’t even a
decade old. Randhurst was
decades away, as was the
current downtown devel-
opment boom.
One hundred years later,

the post is still going strong
and remains an integral
part of the community.The
post will celebrate its cen-
tennial Saturday, April 5.
A banquet will be held

at 6 p.m. at the Cotillion
Banquets, 360 S. Creekside
Drive, Palatine.
The keynote speaker will

be Medal of Honor Recipi-
ent Allen James Lynch.
Fifteen World War I vet-

erans from Mount Pros-
pect submitted a signed
charter on April 7, 1925.
The first location of the

post was a farmhouse on
North Wille Street, which
no longer stands. The vet-
erans held meetings, cer-
emonies and fundrais-
ers. They also went trap
shooting for ducks and
geese, and donated trees
and flagpoles around
town. They even donated
a trench mortar from the
war to be placed in front
of what was then-Village
Hall.
In the late 1940s, the

VFW built a new home at
601 N. Main St. on prop-
erty donated to them by
Walter Krause Jr. The VFW
still holds its meetings
there although it sold the
property in the 1980s to
Moose Lodge 660.
The post has about 140

members, according to
the post’s service offi-
cer, Dutch DeGroot, who
serves in the same capacity
for the VFW’s 4thDistrict of
Illinois.
Just as Mount Prospect

prides itself on friendliness,

so does the post.
“I think we’re probably

the most welcoming post,”
DeGroot said.
He said the post is active

in the community, partner-
ing with American Legion
Post 525, the Moose lodge

and the LionsClub.
It has partnered to offer

Thanksgiving to Naval
recruits in their last week of
boot camp.
Post 1337 hosts with

the American Legion the
annual Memorial Day

parade and memorial ser-
vice for fallen servicemem-
bers in Lions Park.
One of the newer

VFW members is Laura
Matuszak, who spent 22
years in the Army reserve.
She is not in the med-
ical field but has the
title of post surgeon, in
which capacity she shares
health information with

members.
She said the orga-

nization remains rel-
evant after a century.
“We have a really

strong organization,”
she said. “The peo-
ple that volunteer
in our VFW are also
in the Lions Club.
They’re also mem-
bers of the Moose.
That brings a lot of
different perspec-
tives to our group.”
She said mem-

bers of the VFW will
volunteer at events
held by other organi-
zations, such as the
Bluesmobile Cruise
Nights held by the

Lions.
“There is a lot of syn-

ergy,” she said.
The VFW provides direct

services to veterans.
“I get calls every day,”

DeGroot said. “It could be
to put them in for a ser-
vice-connected claim with
the VA or to try to get them
in the VA system. I have all
the connections.”

‘The most welcoming post’
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Medal of Honor recipient Allen
James Lynch, who served in the
Vietnam War, will be the keynote
speaker at the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Prospect Post 1337’s
centennial celebration April 5.
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Dutch DeGroot is VFW Post 1337’s service officer. “I get
calls every day,” DeGroot said. “It could be to put them in
for a service-connected claim with the VA or to try to get
them in the VA system. I have all the connections.”

COURTESY OF DUTCH DEGROOT

A VFW Post 1337 honor guard from the early 1950s is shown in front of the post’s hall
at 601 N. Main St. in Mount Prospect. It now belongs to Moose Lodge 660. The VFW sold
to them in the 1980s, but the VFW still uses it for meetings.

JOE LEWNARD/jlewnard@dailyherald.com, 2017

Members of Veterans of Foreign Wars Prospect Post 1337 lead the Mount Prospect
Fourth of July parade in 2017.

Mount Prospect VFW post to celebrate 100 years of service

ELECTION 2025 • HARPER COLLEGE DIST. 512
Three candidates are running for two seats; full candidate profiles and questionnaires available at dailyherald.com

Bio
City: Inverness
Age: 77
Occupation: Certified Public
Accountant

Previous offices held: Current
trustee of Harper College board
of directors; former member
of Harper College Educational
Foundation board; former mem-
ber of Inverness Golf Club board
of directors

Why are you running
for this office, whether for
re-election or election the
first time? Is there a par-
ticular issue that moti-
vates you?
Living 40 years in Harp-

er’s district I have known
many individuals who
began their careers at
Harper. Some went from
Harper to careers. Others
got additional education. I
even took a class at Harper
myself. I admired the effi-
ciency of Harper. An open-
ing on Harper’s board of
trustees was available 8
years ago and I ran andwas
elected. My initial term on
the board reinforced my
overall belief in the orga-
nization and I ran and was
again elected 6 years ago to
my current position on the
board.
I firmly believe that

everyone in Harper’s dis-
trict deserves an oppor-
tunity to reach their high-
est potential. Being on the
Harper College Educa-
tional Foundation Board
prior to my election as a
trustee, I witnessed doz-
ens of examples of students

of all ages advancing their
capabilities in providing
for themselves and their
families.
To hear students say

“people at Harper believe
in ME” recharges my per-
sonal battery. I want to
keep that battery “charged”
by continuing as a trustee
atHarper.
In tough economic

times, many students
(and working profession-
als) turn to a community
college for its educational
value. How do you ensure
that a person’s financial
sacrifice results in an edu-
cational benefit?
College is a new experi-

ence for everyone no mat-
ter what the age. A key to
student success is the col-
lege having the infrastruc-
ture in place to assist the
student in not only their
classwork itself but also the
many ancillary functions
that go alongwith it.
Counselors are avail-

able at Harper to assist stu-
dents in career paths and

Herb Johnson

Herb Johnson

Bio
City: Rolling Meadows

Age: 52
Occupation: Chief information
security officer

Previous offices held: None
Why are you running

for this office, whether for
re-election or election the
first time? Is there a par-
ticular issue that moti-
vates you?
Harper has had a huge

impact on my life and my
family. My mother, wife,
younger son and I have all
been Harper students over
the years. I creditmy career
in IT to one of my earliest
professors at Harper, who
truly inspired me to start
down that path and taught
me the value of contin-
ual learning. I’m running
for the board of trustees
because I believe in Harp-
er’s mission and the value
it brings to the community,
and I hope to give back to
an organization that has
done somuch forme.
In tough economic

times, many students
(and working profession-
als) turn to a community
college for its educational
value. How do you ensure
that a person’s financial
sacrifice results in an edu-
cational benefit?
I think Harper has done

an excellent job of build-
ing a variety of programs
to help ensure that stu-
dents get value for their
tuition dollars and to set
them up for future success.
Part of that comes from the
efforts to keep tuition and

fees under control, as evi-
denced by recent board
conversations around pro-
posed changes.
I attended several meet-

ings where the topic was
discussed, and it was clear
that the impact to stu-
dents, their ability to afford
a Harper education, and
the value they would get
from that education were
top priorities. Harper gives
students options for credit
classes, certificate pro-
grams, and continuing
education to meet them
where they are in their
learning journey.
The school also has a

wide variety of financial
assistance available to stu-
dents who need it. I know
that college is a big invest-
ment and commitment for
students, but I think that
Harper does a good job of
providing value for that
investment.
How would you

describe the state of your
college’s finances? What
issues will your district

Eric W. Knox

Eric W. Knox

Bio
City: Palatine
Age: 66
Occupation: Retired higher
education executive

Previous offices held: None

Why are you running
for this office, whether for
re-election or election the
first time? Is there a par-
ticular issue that moti-
vates you?
I am deeply commit-

ted to the transformative
power of education and
the vital role Harper plays
in our community. With
over 20 years of leadership
experience in higher edu-
cation, I bring a wealth of
knowledge and expertise
that can contribute mean-
ingfully to the success of
the college and its students.
I also recognize that

Harper College is more
than just an educational
institution; it is a criti-
cal resource for workforce
development, lifelong
learning, and commu-
nity enrichment. I want to
ensure that Harper con-
tinues to provide accessi-
ble, high-quality education
that empowers students
to achieve their goals and
strengthens our local
economy.
What motivates memost

is the opportunity to give
back and make a lasting
impact. I believe my expe-
rience working with insti-
tutions of all sizes, includ-
ing community colleges,
as well as my strategic and
collaborative approach to
problem-solving, uniquely

position me to help guide
Harper College through the
challenges and opportuni-
ties ahead.
In tough economic

times, many students
(and working profession-
als) turn to a community
college for its educational
value. How do you ensure
that a person’s financial
sacrifice results in an edu-
cational benefit?
I would focus on four

areas. 1.) Financial Aid
and Scholarships: I am
committed to building on
Harper College’s success
in financial aid by expand-
ing programs like the Fin-
ish Line Grant to help stu-
dents overcome financial
hurdles and complete their
degrees. 2.) Career-Rel-
evant Programs: I would
enhance vocational train-
ing and industry part-
nerships to equip stu-
dents with the skills local
employers need, boosting
employability and demon-
strating a clear return on
investment. 3.) Support

James Meyer

James Meyer
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